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There was no change yesterday, io the railroad
"war" grown out of the contest between the
Baltimore and Ohio and the Pennsylvania Cen¬
tral Railroads. The announcement njade by the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad yesterday morn¬

ing ofa reduction in passenger rates to all points
where the two roads were in conflict, was fol¬
lowed by a similar announcement last night on

the part of the Pennsylvania Road. The Bal¬
timore and Ohio carries a passenger to Pitts¬
burg for $6, and the Pennsylvania road re¬

sponds by making the faro to Wheeling $G,
and to Newark and Zanesville, Ohio, $10. In
the matter of freight rates, the market may be
quoted as decidedly unsettled and extremely
variable. The agents of both companies are

exoessively active and unusuaily liberal. In

fact, shippers are allowed a near approach to

foil liberty in making their own rates. There
has been as yet no change whatever in the mat-

thr of tiokets between New York and Washing¬
ton, or Washington and New York, except
that going South baggage is checked to Wash¬
ington via Baltimore and Potomac railroad.

The Legislatrue of West Virginia, yester¬
day,elected Hon. Allen T. Caperton United
States Senator, to succeed Arthur J. Boreman,
whose term expires on the 4th of March. This
election, it is said, will tend greatly to console
the Charleston people for the loss of the State
capital, which, by the law lately passed, is to

be removed to Wheeling. Mr. Caperton is a

native and resident of Monree county. He is
a lawyer and an able debater. Although about
sixty-five years of age he is ot active habits and
vigorous phpsical constitution. Mr. Caperton
was a representative from Monroe county in
the Virginia Legislature before the divisioq of
the State, and during the war was electcd a

Confederate Senator. In this body he was con¬

servative in his views but firm in their main¬
tenance. In politics, before the war, Mr. Ca-
pcrtoo was a Whig.
A dispatch from Havana gives a resume of

the operations of the Spanish troops against
the insurgents in the Cinco Vilas district dur¬
ing the last two weeks. Io one battle the
regular troops claim to have routed a body of
insurgents and to have killed a hundred of
tbem. At Menaoas the insurgents attacked a

detachment of Spanish soldiers under Gen.
Gonzalez, numbering 365 men, and killed 150
of them. There were other skirmishes in
whioh neither side gained any substantial ad¬
vantages. The burning of farm houses and
villages is still indulged in by the insurgents.
The Captain General has ordered a more rigor¬
ous censorship of the press, and a staff officer
has been detailed to supervise the publication
of all dispatches, letters and editorial articles
relating to military operations.
Just before the House of Representatives

took a recess yesterday afternoon Mr. Coburn,
the chairman of the select Committee on Ala¬
bama Affairs, made an unsuccessful effort to

get the floor to report a bill. The bill be pro¬
posed to introduce was that agreed upon in the
Republican caucus On Friday night, with no

amendment nor modification. A number of
member have within the past three days ap¬
pealed to him to permit certain modifications
to be made, but he has refused to do so, and
says be will report it to the House and let
the Republican majority take the responsibili¬
ty of amending or modifying it.

Id the House of Representatives yesterday,
when the Tariff bill was under consideration,
Mr. Harris, of Va., argued that the increased
tax on tobacoo would be ruinous to that inter¬
est, while it would not increase the revenues of
the country. He showed that under a taxation
of twenty cents the revenue was greater than at

thirty-two oents, although the last year was one

of great business depression. The lower the
tax the greater is the demand increased and
consequently there was more sold and more

money comiDg into the Treasury.
The bill of Senator Robertson to make good

the losses to the depositors in the Freedman's
Savings Bank, provides that Uoited States
bonds shall be issued to the amount of the
balance due after all the assets of the bank
have been realized, the bonds to be sold and
the proceeds to be applied to the payment.
There is not much probability of its passage.

The House of Delegates has passed a joint
resolution authorizing the present township as¬

sessors and commissioners of the revenue of
cities and towns to complete the assessment of
all property required to be listed for taxation
for 1875, and also direoting tbem to issue all
licenses as usual up to 1st July, 1875.

Scriboer's Monthly, for March, is a most in¬
teresting Dumber of this excellent magazine,
which is so steadily and rapidly growing in
popular favor. Among the contents of this
number are a continuation of Major Powell's
Colorado papers; Dr. Holland's story of Seven-
oaks; Jules Verne's story for young people;
How the Opera of Dante was written, and
Airy Lilian. In this number is a paper by
Albert Rhodes giving anentertainiDg illustrated
sketch of the lamous fabulist La Fontaine.
Some Old Letters are continued, and besides
their own interest, are remarkable as being ac¬

companied by a hitherto unpublished portrait
of Sir Walter Scott. Among the contributions
is another R. H. D. sketch, The Poetess of
Clap City. The most noticeable features in
the editorial departments are Dr. Holland's
papers od Criticism and Preaching; a summing
op of the Sex in Education controversy, and a

new departure in the Etchings department,
which is much longer and more varied than
ever before.

Seribner's Illustrated Magazine, for girls and
boys, for March, has also been reoeived, and
will be found very interesting to the little folk?.

rvlCWS OF THW DAY.

" To thow the very age and body of the Tivies"

Gov. Kellogg, of Louisiana, yesterday sent

to the Legislature his veto of the bill appro¬

priating $180,(>00 for per diem, mileage. ao<i
contingent expenses of the General Assembly.
He alleges that this is $50,O00 more thau the
amount necessary, and that several of the pro¬
visions of the bill conflict with the recently-
adopted constitutional provisions limiting the
debt and expenses of thn State. The House
sustained the Governor's veto by a vote of 16
yeas to 41 nays.
A court of inquiry at Hong Kong has found

that the burning of the Pacific Mail steamer

Japan was owing to spontaneous combustion.
The chief engineer is c insured for misconduct
in the presence of danger; the other officers
are exonerated. The resting-place of the
wreck, with (it is supposed) the mails and spe¬
cie, is unknown.
The new directory of San Francisco shows

that city to have a population of 230,000. Dur¬
ing 1874, 1,300 buildings were erected at a

cost of $5,000,000. and $2,000,000 were ex¬

pended iu public improvements of a substan
tial character. Two banks have just been
started, one with a capital of $10,000,000, and
the other with a capital of $5,000,000.
The Senate Judiciary Committee is inquiring

into the constitutional question involved in the
repeal of the Pacific Mail subsidy. Some law¬
yers are of the opinion that the bill granting
the subsidy, in consideration of the carrying of
the United States mails to China aud Japan,
.s in the uature of a contract, which Congress
cannot invalidate.
The manufacturers of friction matches are

opposed to the removal of the stamp tax of
one cent per box, and have sent a deputation
to Washington to protest against the clause of
the new revenue bill that repeals this tax.

They contend that the one-cent stamp on each
box protects them against foreign competi
tion.
A telegram from London speaks of the en¬

thusiastic reception of John Mitchel by tie

people of Tipperary, and says that he has de¬
clared bis intention to continue the contest for
Parliament if his last election is annulled.
Le Pays, Paris, in an article on the gradua¬

tion of the Prince Imperial at Woolwich, says:
Henceforth the Prince will wholly devote him¬
self to the direction of the Imperialist policy.
Mr. Sta.vlor was yesterday expelled as a

member of the Second Branch of the Balti¬
more City Council by the required vote-eight
in favor of the resolution of expulsion.
The failure of the straw goods house of Yyse

& Co., New York, was announced yesterday.
Indebtedness, it is said, will reach a million of
dollars.
A dispatch from Huntington, W. Va., say^

that Gov. Jacobs will not veto the bill passed
by the Legislature removing the State Capital
from Charleston to Wheeling.
The Canadian Government will advance

$100,000 towards paying the passage of 9,000
families of xMennonites who will settle in Can¬
ada on that condition.
A fire breaking out on the 11th instant in

Port-au-Prince destroyed 500 houses and was

still raging on the 13th, the date of last ad
vices.
The annual session of the Virginia Confer¬

ence M. E. Church commenced in Portsmouth
yesterday.

G. W. Wheeler, of Charlottesville, Va., at¬

tempted suicide Saturday night by taking an

ounce of laudanum.
A Berlin dispatch says Prince Bismarck

takes a vacation of six months at the request
of the Emperor.
Two of the Japanese students at the Naval

Academy at Annapolis have been withdrawn
by the Minister of Japan at Washington.
Dispatches from Berlin report that the Em¬

peror William is indisposed. It is denied that
General Von Moltke's illness is serious.

Dr. DeKoven has signified his acceptanc of
the office of Bishop of the Diocese of Illinois.

COA<»Kfi$S.

In the United States Senate, yesterday, the
vote by which the bill donating a portion of
the Government grounds at St. Augustine,
Florida, as a site for the Peabody School, was

reconsidered. When the bill was passed an

amendment providing that the land should re-

vert to the United States if any pupils were

excluded from said school on accouot ot race

and color, was defeated, a number of Republi¬
cans-voting in the negative. Some of them
explained their votes, by saying that they did
not regard this proviso as necessary, because
they had assurances that no such discrimina¬
tion was contemplated. The vote to reconsider
stood 30 yeas aQd 25 nays, the Republicans
voting in the negative being Messrs. Boreman,
Gilbert, Lewis, Morrill, Sargent, Sherman and
Sprague. Mr. Bayard introduced a bill fixing
the salaries of Judges of the Court of Claims
at $6,000 per annum. The Pension and Post-
office Appropriation bills were reported. A
joint resolution was passed for the appointment
of managers of the National Home for Disabled
Soldiers andSailors. The debate upon thePinch-
back case was resumed, and Mr. Sargent con-

eluded his speech, commenced on Monday.
Mr. Ferry opposed the admission of Pinch-
back, and delivered a scathing denunciation of
the Kellogg usurpation and its supporters.
Mr. Stevenson followed, also in opposition to
Pinchback's claim. At the close ot his remarks
a recess was taken until 7:30 p. m. During
the evening session Mr. Howe spoke in favor
of Pinchback's claim, and Mr. Alcorn opposed
it. At two o'clock this morning the debate
was still in progress.

In the House of Representatives the Reve-!
nue bill was taken up as soon as the reading of
the journal had been concluded. Messrs. Burch-
ard and Kasson advocated the bill, and Messrs.
Cox, Banning, Chittenden, Harris, of Va.,
Bright, Niblack, Beck, Ward, and VVhitehead
opposed it. Mr. Garfield moved to amend by
making the tax on whiskey 85 cents per gal
Ion, and on motion ot Mr. Dawes, this amend¬
ment was so amended as to- make the tax $1
per gallon, and further amended, on motion of
Mr. Gunckel, so as to tax the whiskey on hand,
and then the whole ameudment was rejected.
An amendment was adopted making the duty
on champagne imported on quart bottles $0
per dozen bottles, instead of $6, and pint bot¬
tles $4.50 per d^zeo, instead of $3. Pending
debate the committee rose. Mr. Dawes asked
immediate action on the Seuate amendments
to the bill in relation to juries in the District
of Columbia, but objection was made. At 4:45
p. m. a recess was taken. The House reas¬
sembled at 7:30 p. m., when Mr. Poland offer¬
ed a bill providing for the appointment of a
commission to inquire into liquor traffic in the
United States and its cffect upon the people,
but it was ruled out on a point of order. Mr.
Poland gave notice that at the proper time he
would move a suspension of the rules in order
to take up the bill. A bill was passed to pun¬
ish the uttering ot fraudulent or forged pension
papers and other papers purporting to be effi
cial. The bill to establish certain telegraph
lines as post routes was extensively discussed
up to the hour of adjournment.
Mr. G. F. Seward, United States Consul

General at Shanghai, has been offered a Danish
decoration in token of friendly services render¬
ed to Denmark.

[Re-parted for the Alexandria Gazette.]
The District Orange of Northern Vir¬
ginia.Adoption of a Constitution.
Election or Robt. J. Washington as

Grange Agent, <fcc.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Grange reassembled at 4 30 yesterday
evening.
On motion the spccial order for 4.45 was

made the report of the Committee on Consti¬
tution. The discussion on the Constitution of
the State Grange was then resumed.
At 4 45 the special order was taken up, and

the Committee oo Constitution reported the
following instrument, which was adopted :

ARTICLE I.
Name.

This Grango shall be known as the Distuict
Granok of No viiikrn Virginia.

ARTICLE II.
The Constitutions of the National and State

Granges are hereby accepted and adopted as the
lundamental law of this Grange. .

ARTICLE III.
Meetings.

This Grange shall hold its regular annual
meeting at such place as the Grange may deter¬
mine on the fourth Tuesday in Fubruary, and
such specif.l meetings as may be called by the
Master, with the approbation of the Executive
C- mrnittee, upon tnirty dtiys' notice being given
of such special meetings to the subordinate
Grange.?. ARTICLE IV.

Membership.
This Grange shall be composed of Masters

and Past Masters and their wiv» s, who are ma¬

trons, and one other fourth degree member frum
each of the subordinate Granges composing this
District Grange. ARTICLE V.

Officers.
The officers of this Grange shall be the sane

in name and rank as those of the National, Stale
and Subordinate Granges. They shall be elect¬
ed at the regular annual meeting.

ARTICLE VI.
The duty of the Secretary.

The Secretary shall keep an accurate record
of the proceedings ar.d of the accounts with the
subordinate Granges. He shall draw and coun¬

tersign all orders on the Treasurer (when signed
by the Master) and have his books ready at any
time for inspection by the Master or Executive
Committee. He shali also convone the District
Grange when ordered to do so by the Master.

ARTICLES VII.
Committees.

All committoes, unless otherwise ordered,
shall consist of three members, and be appointed
by the Master. An Executive Committee, which
shall consist of the Master and thr» e members to
bo chosen annually. The chairman of said
committee shall be the Master of the Grange.
All business should be referred to the said Esec
utive Committee, and their decisions are to be
considered final until this Grange decides other¬
wise. All actions ol this committee shnil be de¬
cided on only in a regular meeting, and com*

posed of a majority of its members.
ARTICLE VIII.

Dues.
Each subordinate Grarge joining this District

Grange shall pay to the Treasurer thereof the
sum of five dollars, and ten cents per- annum

shall be paid by all subordinate Granges for
each momber thereof.

ARTICLE IX.
Order of Business.

The following shall be the order of the busi¬
ness for this Grange:

1 Opening the Grange.
2 Calling roll.
3 Reading Minutes.
4 Report from Grange Agent.
6 Report of Standing Committees.
6 Report of Special Committees.
7 Unfinished business.
8 New business.
9 Suggestions for the financial prosperity of

the Grar ge and the good of the order.
ARTICLE X.

Elections.
All elections shall be by ballot.

ARTICLE XI.
Amendments and. Jiye Laws.

Bye-laws, not inconsistent with this Constitu¬
tion may be adopted by the Grango froui time
to time. But th6 consti.ution can only be
amerded by a two-thirds vote of all the mombera
present and only at a regular meetiDg.
The Secretary tbco read the followmg letter

from the Secretary of the State Grange, which
was ordered to be filed with the papers of the
Grange:

.Richmond, Va., Feb. 11, 1875.
A. J. Wedderburn, Alexandria, Va :

DifiAKfiiK,.It will be impossible for me to
attend your district meeting. I hope you will
have a pleasant time, and may succeed in secur¬

ing the services of an efficient agent; and, more

than all, that the order will stand by the person
selected.
While the business system inaugurated is not

what I would have recommended, yet I am

well satisfied that any plan will succeed if we

give it a hearty support. The Chief of Bureau
is a man of remarkable energy, and I have no

doubt will do all that any one man can possibly
accomplish; but our people must to a man

stand by him, encouraging and aiding him by
every conceivable means in their power. Every
motive of self-interest imperatively demands
such a policy, for his failure involves loss on

us all.
But I am well assured that Brother Feather-

ston will not fail. He does not know such a

word himself, and the order is going to stand by
him until the great objects of our affiliation are

accomplished. To him we must to more than
any other official apply the fraternal teachings
ot the order.slow to censure, quick to approve.
Every impediment will be placed in his way by
those who would spend millions to break down
the Grange movement. So then he is only the
man to lend us in the way that is encompassed
by danger, it is our duty to follow close alter
bim, protecting him at every point, and sus¬

taining him by the consciousness that he has at
his back 20,0; 0 patrons

1 understand that some think the salary al¬
lowed Brother Featherston too large. I wi11 do
uur strong, brave hoarted brother the justice to

say that if the duties and responsibilities of his
office were measured by aollars and cents, five
times the amount would not bo an adequate
compensation.

1 have been at some pains to ascertain there-
suit of business efforts in other States and am
convinced there is but one hindrance to the
most abundant success, and that is unity of ac¬

tion. Where the people have been true to

themselves they have been rewaided by the suc¬

cess of all their business operations, and in
many sections thousands of dollars have been
saved to Patrons, and I might, if necessary, re¬

mind you of some Granges in Virginia that
have fully realized all their expectations. In
every 6uch community the order has been
united.they buy and sell together.
Allow me then to urgently commend to you

and to our brethren the triune motto of our or¬

der: "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,
liberty; in all things, charity."
There is one matter which I hope you will

bring betore the District Council, v z: the se¬

lection of a Deputy for every county embraced
in the district It is not only a requirement of
the constitution that there should De a Deputy
in every county, but it is a mattei of the first
importance that he should be appointed at once.

'I he Worthy Master of the State Grange cannot
bo oxpected to assume the responsibility of ap¬
pointing parties who are entire strangers to
him, but he will promptly appoint a Deputy on

the recommendation of an organized body of
Patrons.
The bond of the Alexandria agent has boen

fixed at $5,0<.0. I expect Brother Featherston
to reach Richmond next week, when I presum#
he will at once arrange to put the machinery of
his Bureau in motion.

Fraternally yours,
W. .N. H-azlewood,

Secretary V. S. G.

BOo motioD of M <j. Noland, it was determin¬
ed to go into ihe election of an executive com¬

mittee, and a committee was appointed to re¬

port six names from which this grange could
choose.

It was decided that each Grange represented
should be entitled to three votes.
The Grange theD adjourned until 7:30 o'clock.

EVENING SESSION.

Upoo reassembling the committee appointed
to recommend six names from which to select

an executive committee reported Dr. John
Bayne, of Prince George's county, Md.; Dr.
R. H. Stuart. of IvioK George; K. T. Brum-
back, of Page; Wm. B. Uamcy, or Shenandoah;
Gen. Wm. McComb, of Louisa, and J. M.
Rawlings, of Loudouo.
A ballot beiug taken, Messrs. Bayne, Stuart

and Brumback were elected.
A motion to nominate a Grange agent was

carried.
A committee was appointed (o fix the amount

of bond to be required of the agent reported
that it should be $G0,000. Adopted.

Nominations bciug in order, Messrs. K. M.
Lawson and \V. VV. Herbert were nominated.
They were, however, withdrawn, as the Chief
of Bureau declared none eligible but members
of the order.
The following were then nominated : Messrs.

R. W. N. Noland, of Loudouo; J. T. Ross, of
Loudouo; R. J. Washington, of Westmore¬
land, and B. F. Naile, of Culpepcr.
On the second ballot Mr. liobt. J. Washing¬

ton was nominated.
Mr. Preston, of Culpepcr, offered the follow¬

ing resolutions, which were adopted :

Wheroas the rapid increase and development
of sheep husbandry ulf.»rds one of the speediest
means of permanent improvement of the runn¬
ing lands of Virginia, and at the same f'mo one

that is immediately and directly remunerative
in its application, inasmuch as in and of itself it
returns a greater percentage of profit upon the
capital invested in it than any other Kind of
stock or fertilizer. And whereas a large and
adequate inc.ease in the number ot she:-p kept
in Virginia will speedily increase the facilities
of living in our Slate by the cheapening of food
and clothing, resulting from the immeaiate and
direct increase of meat and wool, and the rapid
augmentation of the cereal products of the soil,
resulting from increased fertility. And whereas
such increase in the facilities of living must
speedily result in a rapid increase of population,
thus increasing tho demand for the products of
the soil ar.d all home industries, while the cost
of production is diminished iai consequence of
increased yield. And wheroas tho aggregate
resu t of all theso increased and increasing pro¬
ducts, demands and profits, will be tho inaugu¬
ration of a growth and development of llie
wealth, resources and power of our State. And
whereas all these benefits are not only held in
abeyance as to the peopie of Virginia, "but abso¬
lutely rendered impossible to them by the fear¬
ful destruction of sheep, which aro a valuable
species of property, yielding revonuo in taxes to
the State, by dogs, which yield no revenue.
And whereas the benefits enumerated will inure
to the benefit, profit and advac luge of all classes
of citizens. And whereas these benefits are self-
evident to all intelligent and reflective minds .>
therefore, bo it
Resolved by the District Grange of Northern

Virginia, (composed of delegates representing
the sentiment of the Granges of Clarke, Cui-
peper, Fauquier, Frederick, Greene, King
George Louisa, Aladison, Orange, Prii ce Wil-
liarn^ Page, Kockingham, Shenandoah, West¬
moreland, Warren and Loudoun counties,) That
it is the paramount and immediate duly of the
Legislature of the State to provide adequately
for the development of this great and vital in¬
terest'of the people of tho Statf, by such legis¬
lation as shall speedily adjust the wrongs of the
sheep raisers by securing the destruction of the
sheep killing dogs of irresponsible parties, and
an income to the State from such as are worth
paying taxes on.
Resolved further, That the Legislature in ig¬

noring this source of revenue to the State, and
this means of protecting and developing this

great interest of sheep-raising is grossly culpa-
le and derelict in its duty to the people of the

State.
Resolved further, That a tax of five dollars

be recommended on every dog.
Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and

resolutions be published in Our Own Virginia
Fireside, Alexandria Gazette, Virginia Sentinel
and Richmond Dispatch.
On motion of A. M. Moore, A. J. Wedder-

buru was recommended for deputy for Alexan¬
dria county.
The next meeting will be held at Cuipeper.
A vole ot thaoks was tendered the Master,

Secretary,«and Assistant Secretary.
A committee to draft by-laws was ap¬

pointed.
A motion to publish the proceedings of this

grange in (he Fireside was carried.
It was ordered that two hundred copies of

the constitution be printed.
The Grange then adjourned.

Letter from Baltimore.
[Correspoadc-Dce of the Alexandria Gazette. I
Baltimore, Feb. 10..Since writing last,

nothing very noteworthy baa occurred here, but
now the great railroad war, which has been re-

inaugurated between those two giant corpora¬
tions, the Baltimore and Ohio and the Pennsyl¬
vania Railroad Companies, is the chief lopicof
ooDversation, and wherever you go, in the
hotels, or on the street corners, you wiil hear
the doings of John Garrett and Tom Scott be¬
ing discussed. The general opinion here seems

to be that Garrett will "fight it out on his Hue
if it takes all the summer," and in the end
achieve a decided victory. Meanwhile the trav¬
elling public and business men are congratulat¬
ing themselves on the reduction of fare, and
freights that is almost certain to follow; so it is
an "ill wind that blows no one good."

Business is still very much stagnated and
our merchants are complaining bitterly, but it
could hardly be otherwise in the best of times,
with such weather as we are now experiencing,
which prevents buyers from coming in to pur¬
chase their supplies. The closing of naviga¬
tion also contributes its share to the general
stagnation, no vessel ofany description having
arrived here this week.

Yesterday not an oyster was to be had at our

wharves and letters were received from Wash¬
ington and Alexandria, offering from $6 to $1U
per barrel lor the bivalves.
The work of demolishing the old buildingon

the southwest corner of Calvert and Baltimore
streets is rapidly progressing, and the new

building for the American will soon be com¬

menced, and pushed forward to completion.
When completed it will probably be the .finest
building of its character south ot New Y'ork-
The citizens of Baltimore are uow felicitating

themselves upon the probability of the erec¬
tion of a new postoffice, which shall be com¬
mensurate with the increased population and
business importance of the city. The most fa¬
vored site for the proposed new building is the
square bounded by Fayette, Baltimore, Holi¬
day and North streets, just south of the new

City Hall, the building to front on Baltimore
street, facing the Sun office.

Despite the hard time? Ford's Grand Opera
House is crowded nightly to witness Edwin:
Booth's grand rendition of his favorite char-
acters. j
The Maltby Hou«?e, that favorite resort of

Ali x^ndriaus and Virginians generally is now

undergoing a complete renervaticn, and when
completed will vie with any hotel in the city,
as "mine host"Hogan is determined to keep
up the reputation of the house.
The familiar face of the G; zette greets me

daily, and I may truly say that it seems almost
to carry me back to Alexandria, when I eagerly
scan its coluwus, and read what is occuring at

home, lor I shall always call it home no matter
bow far I go, or how long I remain away
from it.
Joe Young, the indelaJigable engineer of the

Hydradlion steamer, made many friends among
the firemen here during his recent visit, and I
bear his praises repeated very olten among
them. Belle Haven.

The grasshoppers have ttrown into an ac¬
credited drawback upon the far west ; but it
seems that js not the worst of it. Gen. Hazen
states, in a recent number ot the North Amer¬
ican Review, ihat the area of land suitable for
agricultural purposes "in the Middle States of
the great West" is so small, together with the
insufficient and precarious raiufail, that the
new States are sure to decline, while the older
members of the U^iun will receive a propor¬
tionately latger accession of people.

General Burnside's Views .As noticed
in yesterday's Gazeite, the Grand Army of the
Republic gave a complimentary bacquet at
Providence, It. I., on Monday night, to Gen.
Bumside, Senator-elect. The General respond¬
ed to the sentiment in hi9 honor by a speech,
in the course ol which be said :
"Some of our people are naturally enough

alarmed at the election to Congress by tne
Southern people of a large number of the ex-
olticers of the Confederate army. Now, com¬
rades, it soerns to me that a little consideration
will show that there is no great occasion for
alarm.
"These ex-officers, it should be remembered,

are under paroles of honor. Whilst we all hold
that the most sacred earthly duty of an Ameri¬
can citizen :s that of loyalty to the Republic,
yet we must not lose sight of the fact that a sol¬
dier, in the individual capac ity of a soldier, can
recognize no contingency that would make him
violate his parole.
"There is every reason why these ex-Con fed¬

erate soldiers in Congress should tea that they
were clearly honest, if you please, but, with the
present lights before them, clenrly in the wrong;
every reason why they should be loyal citizens,
and every reason why they should sacredly
keep their paroles of honor, whether given in
pers n or in an implied form, by accepting their
liberty under a general understanding between
their leaders and the authorities of the General
Governtren t.
"Let us hope, comrades, that the present

troublous, threatening signs will pass away ; but
should such fond hopes fail of realiz ition, let us

feel anu know that the Government has ample
power to protect itself, and that the people will
never again sit idly by and allow treason to
gather head.
"The people are anxious and impatient to sec all

tho States of the Union under the supervision of
their own properly constituted authorities, and
the authorities of the Government are eq lally
anxious and impatient for this result. We
should not forget that but ten years have passed
3ince we emerged from the gigantic conflict.

"It should not bo expected that all the wounds
would be so quickly healed, and that a system
of labor which had obtained for so many yeara
in tho South would be rapidly replaced by a

new system; that the embers of hate and malice
wculd bo so rapidly quenched. But the wounds
will bo heaied in time. The system of free la¬
bor will be established on a firm basis, and the
embers of hate and malice will be quenched "

\ Quartette of Babies.- Od Tuesday oicrhfc
i Mrs. lloeu, the Wile of Mr. John HoeD, gave
< birth to four female children. an interesting
! quartette of little musicians. Yesterday the
tiouse of Mr. Hoen was visited by huodreds of

J ladies and surnc men, and the pavemeut iu
J front was frequently blocked with people going
i iD or coming out. Some ot the ladies were
i rather duubtf'ui of the porrcctoess of the state-

j moot until the sight and musicof the quartette
convinced them. Mr. Hoen occupies the up-'
per portion of the house, and he was kept busy

i answering calls and showing the babies. The
ehildreu wire all placed in the same "crib,"

j two at the head and two at the loot, and
[ yesterday afternoon were sound asleep. They
j are perfeccly formed, are of the usual size.
1 and each is the exact image of the others. All
j have blue eyes, aud dark brown hair of equal
' quantity. The mother was not permitted to
be disturbed, by order of the physicians, and
none of the visitors saw her. Mr. Hoen is thir¬
ty years of age, a cigar maker by occupa¬
tion, aud has been out of employment
for six weeks. He has been married three
years, and was the lather of two children, one

more than a year older than the other, until
Tuesday night, when his family was suddeuly
increased by the arrival of the quartette to six.
He seemed quite proud of the strangers, refus¬
ed to let any one touch them, although many

i ladies begged to have the privilege of fondling
them, and he expressed the hope that he may
be able "to put them on their feet." Other
places can boast of having doublets, and even

triplets added to their population, but it is a

question whether any city but Baltimore can
claim the honer of usherine a quartette of pret¬
ty aud apparently healthy little ones into the
world at a birth..Baltimore Sun.

Worthy of Consideration .It is not al¬
together certain that the receivability of cou¬

pons for taxes did not save Virginia in 1873
from a commercial crash that would have crip¬
pled her for years. And it is not altogether
certain that our people can do without the cou¬
pons now. These ceupons are currency. One
ten dollar note at each place where the county
treasurer appears to collect tax *s pa-s-s from
hand to hand aud does the work of several.
Jones buys ten dollars' worth of coupons from
Smith; Smith pays the money to Browo;Brown
pays it to Johnson; Johnson buys more cou¬

pons from Smith; and so it goes. But this is
nol all. The funding act is calling the bonds
home. The Dumber of bondholders residiog
within the State is constantly increasing. Every
county that buys these bonds will have a cur¬
rent of money runuiug into the county as well
as out of ir. And poor as our people are they
could afford to buy all of these bonds in the
course of a lew years..Rich. Dispatch.
An Incendiary..Within the past year or

two the buildiogs on the farm of Col. Frank
G. Ruffin, iu Chesterfield county, have been
tired twelve or thirteen times. In a majority
of cases the flames were put out before doing
much damage, bu' in other instances totally
destroyed the buildings fired. On Monday de¬
tectives succeeded iu arresting the incendiary,
a young negro named Hildrcd Page, who for¬
merly lived with the Colonel. He acknowl¬
edged his erime, and gave as his motive hatred
of Col. Ruffin and a desire to induce his (Page's)
mother and father, who also lived there, to
leave and co to Richmond. Page was examin¬
ed yesterday and sent on to the grand jury for
trial.
Pictures for the Centennial..Nearly

all of the Richmond artists have received or
ders from Philadelphia to paint portraits of
one or more of the Virginia signers of the De¬
claration of Independence, and are now engag¬
ed in searching in old libraries and ancient
homesteads throughout the Commonwealth
for authentic prints ot portraits of their sub¬
jects. It is inteuded to have the portraits of
all the signers at the Centennial. The artists
are cautioned not only to have faithful like¬
nesses, but to have their subjects dressed in
costume appropriate to the times in which
they lived..Richmond Whig.
The Chicago Times, being pushed for sensa¬

tional matter, horrified its readers on Saturday
morning with a seven column description of
the burning of a prominent theater the night
before, and the roasting alive of several hun-
dred well known ladies and gentlemeu of the
city. The miuutest details of the horror were

given, and after carrying the reader through
si-veral columns of hoorrors, the Times coolly
remarks: Granting that the ex)nfl;igration de¬
tailed above neyer happened, it is something
liable to occur at any time in this city.

t The beau monde of Syracuse were surprised
recently at seeiog a richly dressed youog lady
wheeling a wheelbarrow, in which was a bun¬
dle of clothing, through the streets. On in¬
quiry the reason of such a queer occurrence
was ascertained. The young lady, on being
hectored by her uocle regarding the pride of
the belles of the present day, agreed to wheel
a bundle of clothing around Fayette Park if he
would give her a silk dress. The offer was ac¬

cepted, and the lady now has a silk dress, and
has since received several proposals.
The wife of the sculptor Clark Mills has of

fcred to sell to the authorities of St. Lnuis the
equestrian statue of General Jackson, executed
for Nashville, for $1U,UU0. The people of that
city could not raise the money to pay for itaod
the Mayor of St. Louis has politely informed
Mrs. Mills that the city is at preseot in no con¬
dition to invest mon-jy in statuary. ,

The Leap for Death.-Tbe young manwho committed suicide yesterday by jumpingfrom the dome of the Capitol, as stated in the
G;:zette, was named Jnmcs McMahon. He
seems to have been in very indigent circum¬
stances, and was probably suffering from meo-
tal deraugemeot,superinduced by poverty, when
he made the fa'aljump. The terrible leap wag
witnessed by a number of people who happen¬ed to be looking out of the various windows
commanding a view of the front of the centre
building, and the body was plainly visible on
the roof for some time before it could be reach¬
ed in order to remove it. An hour previous
to makiug the leap he h^d been seen by a tele¬
graph operator on the roofs about the main
building, climbing light ladders and making
dangerous venturers toward the eaves, but a:t-
ing in a mnuner to indicate that he possessed
strong nerves and perfect control over himself.
Afterwards be mounted to the upper outside
gallery that encircles the crest of the dome at
the base of the pedestal to the statue of the
Goddess of Liberty. Taking a view of the
different sections of the city which this point
commauds, he fioally halted on the east fide
directly over the uiaiu entrance. Here be first
attracted the notice of a coachman mounted
on the box of his carriage, which was situated
on the roadway near the cast park, by climbing
upon the railing of the balcony. He was seen
to assume an upright position, look around,
then gather himself aod shoot out into the
space intervening between where be stood and
the ground He turned as he descended and
came head foremost, soon striking the iron cor¬
nice of the lower gallery, which forced him off
on the iron braces beneath, and also show
marks of blood where he hit in passing. He
then lauded head first on tbe copper roof of
the main building, a distance of about 1 70 feet
from where he started.

Dan Rice a Bankrupt..For nearly a quar¬
ter of a century the famous clown, Dan Rice,
has been known to the people of the whole
country. After years aod years of acting in the
ring and drawing laughter and applause from
the patrons of the circus throughout tho States,
the Territories aod the Canadas. he is now

compelled to ask for the benefits of the "Act
to Provide for a Uniform System of Bankrupt¬
cy" throughout the country. His has been a
varied fortune indeed. At one time a clown in
a circus, then a candidate for President of the
United States, subs< quently a newspaper pub¬
lisher, and now, a bankruput.

His petition, as filed in the District Court of
the Uuited Slates for the Western district of
Pennsylvania, sets forth a large amount of lia¬
bilities, yet the assets are scarce. Alter about
twenty yc ars of a very active business life, at
one time rich, at another poor, Dan Rice, whose
name is iamiliar to the whole people, comes
into court and makes oath that his entire world¬
ly property consists of one suit of clothes, val¬
ued at seventy five dollars, while his liabilities
are in the immediate vicinity of one hundred
thousand dollars.

Friends' Quarterly Meeting at Wa¬
terford..The t'rieods Quarterly Meeting
took place in Waterford last Sunday. 1 he
crowd io attendance was unusually large, and
the spacious old "Meeting House was thor¬
oughly filled with as orderly ana respectful a

congregation as we ever saw assembled -
After a brief silence, during which the
Friends appeared to be absorbed in pious
meditation, Cbalkley Gillingbam, of Alex¬
andria, preached a very good sermon,
then followed a few minutes of solemn si-

ence, when Samuel M. Janney.ot this count),
delivered an exceedingly chaste and interest¬
ing discourse of about twenty minutes. It was
the first time we had ever had the pleasure of
iateuiug to this eminent member of theoociety,
and we were particularly struck with thr beau¬
tiful simplicity and force of expression, and the
earnestness and evident sincerity wttli w.nch he
sought to impress upon bis hearers his lemons
of practical piety. Another silence, a prayer
and the services were ended,and the large con-

gregatiuu dispersed..Loudoun Miror.

Roman Catholic Jubilee.-Thei Rev. J as.
Roosevelt Bayley, Archbishop of Baltimore,
has issued a pastoral letter to the clergy of his
diocese, officially announcing the pupationby Pope Pius IX , of the Great Jubilee for
the year 1875. The first festival of the Holy
Year, or Jubilee, was celebrated in 1300, being
instituted by Pope Boniface VIII. as . centen¬
ary celebration. The interval was afterwards
reduced to fifty years, and subsequent.y to

twenty five years, as at present lifty years,
however, has intervened since the tast celebra¬
tion of this festival, it being thought inadvis¬
able by the present Pontiff to hold the one fa
ing in 1850 on account of the disturbed condi¬
tion of the church at that time.

Stabbing Affair.-Pinky Rose Thomas (a
colored woman), sent to the peuitentiary from
Richmond, was yesterday cut with a knife
pair of scissors by a fellow convict named busan
Simrkins. The difficulty occurred in the yard
of the female ward. The weapon used cou.d
not be found alter the cutting, but is supposed
to have been either an oid shoe-knife or pair oi
scissors taken from the cutiiog department.
The wounded woman's it-juries are uot renam¬
ed as damgerous. Her assailant was |>ut id

solitary confinement, and will run the risk oi

having her term extended from one to tiveycari.
.Richmond Dispatch .

[Sue Situpkins was sent to the 1 eoiteotiar/
from this place.]
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. .The Cum

berland Times says '.
. , nn«cod"From gentlemen who have lately pasewi

over the line of canal we learn that <>n the o. jdivisions but little if any repairdiKveb.en rna^this winter. In many places the berm ba"k
been washed into tho canal, and the pr so K-
erally filled up by the accumulation of year ^The regular force of employees has h. on uii

the whole winter, and nothing has been done
vet toward putting the canal in repair f»r
coming season, ill it needs now ij another ujspection, and a certificate of good order, ana

boating may commence at once.

Died from Exposure.-An aged eolored
woman named Strotber was found one morn¬
ing last week in the woods, west of town, in an
insensible and almost frozen condition, by some
children on their way to school bhe attend,
a colored meeting some distance
the night belore, and while on her homeward
return she perhaps became lost as well as e

hauled. and took shelter in the woods for Mr
rest of the night, which was b'tter cold. AKer
she was found she was earned to to h°m .

where she died the next day.. Clarke Coun .

Lycurgus Little's Trial.-A jury wjjthe witnesses for the second trial o W*
gus Little, charged with the

bee0brother Clinton, in Ju^' 'y , Circuitsummoned for the hr.t day of heC.rcu
Court-next Monday, the 22d ins ant It w

not believed, however, '^^Hiis «u"*lplace here, as it repo,rted ¦that his cou^will ask for a change of venue-c.thc
reo or Frederick county.. Clarke tourer.

The bottom of o pood in Soathiostoo, Coo",
is covered with decomposing vegetable mat ,

producing carbureted hydrogen gas to coo-
crablc quantity. The surface of the waiei

troZ'.n over, and holes are cut through ¦h^ «tor fishioe. The gas rises through t jand at night the toys. by^ hold'D? g
thematches at the holes, ignite . and have

oddest kind of bonfire^ to skate by.

The Old African Chwch
Wc learo trorn the Ihspaich th Rjc|,moodnation of the old African th building, aodhave determined to remodel that building,
1 hat the work is to be begun in the spring.
possible.


